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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The U.S. Patent Publication listed on the PTO -1449 filed on May 15, 2007 has not been 
considered. More specifically, the document listed is Publication Number 20020171225 Al 
(publication date of November 2 1 , 2002), to inventor Liao et al. 

It is noted, however, that Publication Number 20020171225 Al (publication date of 
November 21, 2002), is to an inventor Edward C. Adair, entitled "Storable Trailer Hitch." Thus, 
since there is an inconsistency with the publication number, the inventor name and the concept of 
the reference to the context of the current application, the reference has not been considered. 
The Examiner notes however, that there is a publication number (Publication Number 
20020172126 A l - publication date of November 21, 2002), to inventor Liao et al., entitled 
"Control Method for Ejecting Optical Disk fi-om Optical Disk Driver." This reference appears 
pertinent to Applicants' disclosure. If Applicant intended to submit this reference. Applicant 
should file another PTO- 1 449. 

Specification 

The specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to determine the presence 
of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting any errors of 
which applicant may become aware in the specification. 

A few errors have been noted, infra. 

(i) Page 1 (line 10), a conuna should be inserted after the word "commence." 
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(ii) Page 2 (line 4), a comma should be inserted after the word "progressed/' 

(iii) Page 2 (line 6), a comma should be inserted after the word "required." 

(iv) Page 5 (line 24) the phrase "the processor the processor" should be amended. 

(v) Page 5 (line 27) "ones" should be changed to the word —once™. 

(vi) Page 5 (line 28), "remianing" should be changed to the word -remaining—. 

(vii) Page 5 (line 34), "motor22" should be changed to - motor 22-. 

(viii) Page 8 (line 14), "recoridn" should be changed to the word -recording—. 

Objection to Abstract 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the form and legal phraseology often 
used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The abstract as currently 
drafted, includes such offending legal phraseology. Correction is required. See MPEP 
§ 608.01(b). 

Claim Objections 

. Claims 1, 2, 5-7, 10, 13-15, 19 and 21 are objected to because of the following 
informalities and appropriate correction is required. 

(A) As per claims 1, 2, 5, 6, 7 and 19, a period should be inserted after the last word in each 
claim. 

(B) With regard to claim 13 (line 2); 14 (line 2); claim 15 (line 2), the word "reposting" 
should be changed to the word —reporting—. 
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(C) The following phrase(s) lack clear antecedent basis within the claim(s), i.e., either the 
particularly recited passage fails to be properly introduced prior to its appearance at that point in 
the claim or the structure recited in the passage is not an inherent part of or component of the 
previously recited structure. The lack of antecedence as noted infra, is merely formal, since the 
claims can be understood in light of the instant specification and drawings; the antecedence 
informalities delineated below do not rise to the level of a rejection under 35 USC 1 12 2"^ 
paragraph: 

(i) Claim 7 (line 3), "the progress indicator." 

(ii) Claim 1 0 (line 3-4), "the blocked loading means." 

(iii) Claim 21 (line 3-4), "the loading means status." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

. Claims 1-10, 12-14 and 16-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Oota(JP 2000-322816 A). 

Oota (JP 2000-322816 A) discloses a recording device (1, including MD unit (22)) 
comprising a loading means (120) arranged to load a single recording. medium (e.g., 205) and 
comprising loading means status determining means (controller 1 1 1) for determining a loading 
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means status (e.g., the status of whether the new disk MD (205) is ready to be recorded on, from 
buffer means (113) after a new single disk has been inserted, and the recording key is pressed 
prior to fiill loading of the disk - see, inter alia, paragraphs [0072], [0074], [0080], [0081], 
[0082], etc. of the enclosed English machine translation of Oota (JP 2000-322816 A)), 
characterized in that the loading means status determining means (1 1 1) are operative to detect a 
loading means status representing a loading means operation of loading the recording medium 
(that is, the device stores recordable data in the buffer (113) after a record key is pressed, and 
then when the disk (205) is fixUy loaded therein, the buffer data is transferred and recorded on the 
loaded disk (205), after the disk has been detected as being loaded - see, inter alia, paragraphs 
[0072], [0074], [0080], [0081], [0082], etc. of the enclosed English machine translation of Oota 
(JP 2000-322816 A). 

Additionally, as per claim 2, characterized in that the loading means status determining 
means (1 1 1) are operative to detect a loading means status representing a loading means 
operation of vinloading the recording medium (e.g., when the disk is ejected, the magnetic head 
(106a) and optical element (103a), which are in very close proximity to the disk (205) during 
recording, are moved away from the disk (205) when the disk is to be unloaded, to prevent 
damage thereof, as is known in the art). 

Additionally, as per claim 3, characterized in that the loading means status determining 
means (controller (111) of MD unit) are operative to detect loading means status representing a 
blocked loading means (e.g., if the switch (1 12a) is not triggered, or alternatively, see the 
"negative result" as it pertains to lines 5-6 of paragraph [0097] of the enclosed English machine 
translation of Oota (JP 2000-3228 1 6 A)). 
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As per claim 4, characterized in that the loading means status comprises a progress 
indicator (e.g., progress as to the insertion location of loaded medium (205), as per sensor/switch 
(122a) being triggered). 

As per claim 5, the progress indicator indicates a time duration until the loading means 
loading operation is complete (e.g., when the switch (122a) is triggered by loading the cartridge 
(205), a duration of time takes place until the cartridge (205) moves from the automatic drawing- 
in position, until the cartridge (205) is fully seated, and the buffer means (113) can then dump its 
contents on the disk (205), from the previously pressed recording key (see paragraphs [0072-74] 
of the enclosed English machine translation of Oota (JP 2000-322816 A)). 

As per claim 6, characterized in that the recording device (1) is operative to start a 
recording operation when a loading means status representing the loading means operation of 
loading the recording medium (205) is detected - see, inter alia, paragraphs [0072], [0074], 
[0080], [0081], [0082], etc. of the enclosed English machine translation of Oota (JP 2000- 
322816 A). 

As per claim 7, characterized in that the recording device is operative to start a recording 
operation when the progress indicator associated with the loading means status representing the 
loading means operation of loading the recording medium (205) reaches a predetermined value 
(e.g., after the recording key is pressed, and the recording medium (205) is not yet fiiUy loaded, 
there is indeed a time interval in which the recording medium (205) has to be fully automatically 
drawn in and loaded, after tripping switch (122a) - thus a predetermined time interval between 
the pressing of the recording key, and the time the buffer (1 13) dumps its loaded temporary data 
onto the medium (205), after the medium is set to be begin recording - see, inter alia, paragraphs 
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[0072], [0074], [0080], [0081], [0082], etc. of the enclosed English machine translation of Oota 
(JP 2000-322816 A). 

As per claim 8, characterized in that the recording device (1) further comprises a buffer 
(113) with a buffer size and that the predetermined value of the progress indicator is determined 
by the buffer size (1 13) - that is, the buffer has a maximum finite capacity which cannot be 
exceeded, and this is the capacity which can be dumped to the recording medium (205) after the 
recording medium (205) is in position and set for recording. 

As per claim 9, characterized in that the recording device is a recording device for 
recording real time information (e.g., recording from the AM/FM radio broadcast - see paragraph 
[0031 of the enclosed English machine translation of Oota (JP 2000-322816 A)). 

As per claim 10, characterized in that the recording device (1) is operative to abort a 
recording operation when the loading means status representing the blocked loading means is 
detected (e.g., if the switch (122a) is not triggered, or alternatively, see the "negative result" as it 
pertains to lines 5-6 of paragraph [0097] of the enclosed English machine translation of Oota (JP 
2000-322816 A), recording will not, and simply cannot take place, and is thus aborted). 

As per claim 12, characterized in that the loading means status determining means 
comprises loading means status reporting means accessible via an external interface of the 
recording device (1). That is, the display (12) lets the user know of a particular track number, 
and thus, that the disc had been loaded within the device by reading out the disc's TOC, etc. - 
paragraph [0022] of the enclosed English machine translation of Oota (JP 2000-322816 A). 

As per claim 13, characterized in that the loading means status reporting means is 
operative to report a loading means status in a "mechanism status header" (e.g., any TOC header 
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which stores such content). That is, after recording new information to a particular track, the 
medium (205) TOC header (Table Of Content header) must be updated to reflect the location of 
the newly recorded track, to its TOC (header). 

As per claim 14, characterized in that the loading means status reporting means is 
operative to report a loading means status in a changer state field in the mechanism status header 
(e.g., any TOC header which stores such content). That is, after recording new information to a 
particular track, the medium (205) TOC header (Table Of Content header) must be updated to 
reflect the location and the data of the newly recorded track, to its TOC (header). 

Additionally, as per claim 16, Oota (JP 2000-322816 A) discloses a method for recording 
information on a recording medium (205) comprising the steps of inserting the recording 
medium (205) in a loading means (120), operating the loading means (120) and starting a 
recording operation (pressing a recording key - paragraph [0007] of the enclosed English 
machine translation of Oota (JP 2000-322816 A)), characterized in that starting the recording 
operation coincides with operating the loading means (see, inter alia, paragraphs [0072], [0074], 
[0080], [0081], [0082], etc. of the enclosed English machine translation of Oota (JP 2000- 
322816 A)). 

As per claim 17, characterized in that a status of the loading means (120) is determined 
before starting the recording. That is, the recording key can be pressed prior to the fiill loading 
of the recording medium (205) - see, inter alia, paragraphs [0072], [0074], [0080], [0081], 
[0082], etc. of the enclosed English machine translation of Oota (JP 2000-322816 A)). 

As per claim 18, characterized in that the status comprises a progress indicator (e.g., 
switch (122a)) with a value, and that a predetermined value (e.g., the value obtained by the 
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switch being pushed down by a loaded recording medium (205)) of the progress indicator must 
be reached before starting the (actual) recording (on the loaded medium (205)) - or alternatively, 
when the key for recording is pressed, this pushing of the key is a "value obtained'' (signal) that 
occurs prior to any recording. 

As per claim 19, characterized in that the progress indicator indicates a time duration 
until the operating of the loading means is complete (e.g., when the switch (122a) is triggered, by 
the loaded cartridge (205), a duration of time takes place until the cartridge (205) moves from the 
automatic drawing-in position, until the cartridge (205) is fully seated, and the buffer means 
(113) can then dump its contents on the disk (205), from the previously pressed recording key 
(see paragraphs [0072-74] of the enclosed English machine translation of Oota (JP 2000-322816 
A)). 

As per claim 20, characterized in that the recording device (1) further comprises a buffer 
(113) with a buffer size and that the predetermined value of the progress indicator is determined 
by the buffer size (1 13) - that is, the buffer has a maximum finite capacity which cannot be 
exceeded, and this is the capacity which can be dumped to the recording medium (205) after the 
recording medium (205) is in position and set for recording. 

As per claim 21 , characterized in that the recording operation is aborted when the 
loading means status representing a blocked loading means is detected (e.g., if the switch (122a) 
is not triggered, or alternatively, see the "negative result" as it pertains to lines 5-6 of paragraph 
[0097] of the enclosed English machine translation of Oota (JP 2000-322816 A), recording will 
not, and simply cannot take place, and is thus aborted). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Oota (JP 2000- 
322816 A). 

See the description of Oota (JP 2000-3228 1 6 A), supra. 

As per claim 11, although Oota (JP 2000-322816 A) does not expressly disclose wherein 
the recording device (1) is operative to issue a warning on a display device (12), Official notice 
is taken that waming display or messages on display devices (such as a loading error) are 
notoriously old and well known and ubiquitous in the art; such Officially noticed fact being 
capable of instant and unquestionable demonstration as being well-known. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in, the art at the time the invention 
was made to provide the recording device (1) of Oota (JP 2000-322816 A) as being operative to 
issue a waming on a display device (12), (such as a loading error) as is known in the art. 

The rationale is as follows: one of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to 
provide the recording device (1) of Oota (JP 2000-322816 A) as being operative to issue a 
waming on a display device (12), (such as a loading error) as is known in the art, in order to let 
the user of the device known that the disk has an error associated with it, or there is some 
malfimction in the system, etc., as is well known, established and appreciated in the art. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 1 5 is tentatively objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but, 
pending an updated search, amendments or arguments presented by the Applicant and considered 
by the Examiner in reply to this office communication, would be favorably considered if 
rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William J. Klimowicz whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7577. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (7:30AM-6:00PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William R. Korzuch can be reached on (571) 272-7589. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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